
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do I dare say it? May is here, and 
unless Mother Nature has any 
surprises in store for us, spring is here 
as well. Last monthÕs surprise 
snowfall in Anchorage and avalanche 
in Juneau remind us not only with 
weather, but with business and life, 
nothing is certain. We must stay 
prepared for the unexpected and 
ready to make change at a moment's 
notice. 
  
And speaking of change, nationally, 
politics have been in the headlines for 
months. Locally, things are ramping 
up as candidates throw their hats into 
the ring to represent us in Congress. 
Join us on May 21, when Ivan Moore 
will talk about the role of the pollster 
in political campaigns, how polls 
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influence elections, and the role of 
the PR practitioner in developing 
polling questions and political 
campaign strategies. 
  
More than 40 people enthusiastically 
welcomed our luncheon and 
professional development speaker Dr. 
Joseph Trahan in April. If you missed 
him, or want to see him again, Dr. Joe 
will be presenting (he's a regular) at 
the PRSA national conference in 
Detroit, October 25 - 28. Join your 
colleagues at what is always a 
fabulous learning and networking 
experience. And I'm looking for a 
roommate, so let me know if you'd 
like to share a room. 
  
Idaho has decided not to host the 
2009 PRSA district conference, so 
the Alaska Chapter board is 
discussing the possibility of hosting it 
in Alaska. Let me know your 
thoughts about hosting a conference 
and if you would like to be involved. 
  
Happy breakup! HereÕs to a beautiful 
and highly anticipated summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sherrie Simmonds 
President, PRSA Alaska Chapter 
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"How will polls, campaign strategies 
and the news media influence the 
upcoming elections?" 
 
Please join us Wednesday, May 21 
for a luncheon discussion with Ivan 
Moore from Ivan Moore Research. 
Moore will discuss the role of the 
pollster in political campaigns, how 
polls influence elections, and the role 
of the PR practitioner in developing 
polling questions and political 
campaign strategies.  

May program to focus on the roll of the pollster in 
political campaigns 

You are invited to join the monthly 
Fairbanks meeting of the 
PRSA Alaska Chapter on Monday, 
May 19, from 12-1p.m. at Zach's 
Restaurant in Sophie Station Hotel.   
 
Our guest speaker will be Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner Managing 
Editor Kelly Bostian, who will be 
talking about recent changes in the 
online world of FDNM. With the 
launch of FDNM's new website, the 
News-Miner now has the ability to 
break news during the day. The new 

Bostian to address Fairbanks PRSA group on the 
new online world of Fairbanks Daily News Miner 

 

 

  
 
The program will be held at the Inlet 
Tower Hotel and Suites at 1200 L 
Street. Doors open at 11:30. The 
program starts at noon. 
 
The fee is $28 for non-members, $22 
for members, and $10 for full-time 
students. 
 
You can RSVP online or by calling 
the PRSA Hotline at 566-0717. 
 
 
 
 
 
   

website also features one of the most 
talked about topics in town these days 
--- the "Comments" section --- which 
allows readers to post comments 
on stories, columns and letters to the 
editor.  
 
Find out how the News-Miner is 
adapting to these changes, and how 
these changes affect the way we as PR 
practitioners do business with them. 
 
RSVP by Friday, May 16, by 
contacting Sharon.burke@uaf.edu or 
at 474-7587. 

  

  

  

Associated Press Style Tip of the Month 
TITLES:  In general, you should confine capitalization to formal titles used 
directly before an individualÕs name. In all other instances, the titles should be 
lowercased. 
 
Capitalized example: PRSA Alaska Chapter  President Sherrie Simmonds called 
to order the April meeting of the board of directors. 
 
Lowercase example: Sherrie Simmonds, president of the PRSA Alaska Chapter, 
called to order the April meeting of the board of directors. 
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The PRSA Alaska 
Chapter newsletter is 
printed monthly. 
Submissions for the 
next newsletter are 
due at the end of 
each month.  
 
For more information 
contact newsletter 
editor Scott McCrea 
at fnsjm@uaf.edu or 
(907) 474-7905. 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.prsaalaska.org 

 

Join PRSA in May and 
June 2008 and Get a 
Local PRSA Chapter 
Membership Free for One 
Year 

 

As the world’s largest 
organization for public relations 
professionals, PRSA gives 
you ready access to everything 
you need to stay informed and 
enhance your career.   

Join PRSA National during this 
special offer at the regular 
member rate of $290 ($225 
national dues plus $65 initiation 
fee), and get your local PRSA 
Chapter membership FREE for 
one year. Choose from more 
than 100 Chapters. (Former 
PRSA members who have been 
inactive for at least one year are 
also eligible for this offer.)  PRSA 
helps you to: 

0. Enhance your skills with 
targeted professional 
development 
including  seminars, 
teleseminars, the 
International Conference 
(October 25-28, 2008) and 
programs offered by your 
local Chapter. 

0. Stay on top of the latest 
industry news with the 
daily online news 
monitoring report PR 
Issues and Trends. 

0. Expand your professional 
network through 
participation in Chapters 
and Professional Interest 
Sections, e-Groups and 
the online membership 
directory. 

0. Read about the latest PR 
strategies, technologies 
and trends in our award-
winning publications 
Public Relations Tactics, 
The Strategist and the new 
Public Relations Journal 
online. 

0. Launch effective campaigns 
and projects with 
research from the 
Professional Resource 
Center and the PRC 
Search database, both 
accessible from your 
computer. 

0. Accelerate your career with 
the relaunched JobCenter, 
mentoring, RFP Exchange 
and the Blue Chip Expert 
service. 

Join Online Now!  Be sure to 
enter promotion code CHAP2008 
to receive your free one-year 
Chapter membership with your 
paid National membership 
 

 


