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NEWS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2009

Message from the President

Happy New Year!

PRSA is a terrific group of
professionals, and I have been so
fortunate to serve as the Alaska
Chapter President this past year. It’s
been a rewarding experience to learn
from such a dedicated board. Now,
I’m looking forward to passing the
baton to a very capable president for
2009, Amy Burnett. Amy will
officially assume her duties following

the Aurora Awards event on January
21.

As we launch into the new year, we
have several fun and educational
events on the horizon, so mark your
calendar: January 14is a Web 2.0
seminar at the Inlet Tower; on
January 21 recognize Alaska’s best
communications’ efforts of 2008 at
the Aurora Awards luncheon to be
held at the Anchorage Hilton Chart

Room; and on February 25—note
the change from our regular meeting
date—we have the privilege of
hosting Bill Murray, immediate past
president and chief operating officer
for Public Relations Society of
America.

Thank you for this opportunity to
serve as your president. I look
forward to continuing the friendships
and learning from my PRSA
colleagues.

Keep in mind this thought from
George Bernard Shaw: The problem
with communication ... is the illusion
that it has been accomplished.

Here’s to staying warm and
accomplishing communications!

Sherrie Simmonds 2008 PRSA
Alaska Chapter President

2008 Aurora Awards

11:30 Buffet lunch served

1:30 Program ends

$35 members/$45 non-members

RSVP through cVent at:

http://quest.cvent.com/i.aspx?10Q,P1, 2EBESAT7A

January 21, 11a.m.-1:30p.m. Chart Room, Anchorage Hilton Hotel

11:00 Doors open and silent auction begins

12:00 Silent auction closes and program begins

Sponsor a reserved tables of eight for $400
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PRSA BRIEFS

Judging for Cumbre Awards

The Albuquerque, New Mexico, chapter of PRSA
judged our Aurora Awards entries, and the Alaska
Chapter will reciprocate by judging their Cumbre
Awards entries in February. This is a great opportunity
to network (you might want to schedule a get-together
with fellow PRSA members for an evening of
judging), learn what makes a winning program and
how to submit winning entries, and contribute a little
of your time to the Alaska Chapter.

We expect to receive 60 — 80 entries that will each
need to be judged by two people. If each member takes
a few, you’ll spend a couple of hours, and we’ll be
through them in no time.

If you would be willing to help with the judging in
February, please contact Sherrie Simmonds at
ssimmond(@ahfc.state.ak.us.

2009 Membership Promotions

The first National membership promotion of 2009 will
run from February 1 through March 31. The offer will
be to join PRSA National for $290 and receive a first-
year Chapter membership for free - the cost will be
covered by national.

WhoOs New? Who Renewed?

There are now nearly 50 organizations across the
country participating in the group membership
program. Many of these organizations, from
agency to corporate, government, education and
healthcare, find that having a single bill for their
members, and the transferability of the
memberships, to be major advantages.

PRSA updated the program so that groups of
EIGHT (formerly ten) or more employees can
receive special rates on dues for the first year (for
their new members) along with other benefits
including transferability of their membership,
which is only available to members who are in a
group. Contact Malia Moore, membership
development manager, by e-mail or phone at
(212) 460-1473 for more information.

Special Values for PRSA Members

Enhanced MembersOnly Offers. PRSA’s
affinity programs for members, including
insurance programs, shipping, car rentals,
business/office products, as well as the credit
card which benefits the PRSA Foundation, are
being updated and enhanced. Office Depot
and the credit card with Bank of America
(formerly it was with MBNA) are in place
already. PRSA is also pleased to announce
Fedex service for members as a replacement
for DHL, which will discontinue service in the
US as of Jan. 30. They are updating the rental
car offer to include Avis as well as Budget,
and in February will be offering more
insurance options for members. Look for
details of these programs on the member
benefits page - they will be posted as they
become available (scroll to bottom of page).

Free Webinar January 14! The next free Webinar
- Don’t Be Faceless: Learn 7 Essential Social
Media Techniques for PR Success - will be
held on Wednesday, January 14, 2009, from
3—4 p.m. ET. A replay option is also
available.

The re-launched PRSA Jobcenterboasts a new
look and functionality, including e-mail job
alerts, a robust career library and anonymous
resume posting.

PR Journal, an online publication that showcases
original communications research of PRSA
members, further extending the industry
knowledge base.

PR QuickStart, a tool that offers free Web-based
training for new professionals, created in partnership
with the Council of Public Relations Firms and
PRSA’s Counselors Academy.

On the Move

Mary Demming Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA
is returning to full-time counsel as president of
The Barber Group. Contact information is
mary@barbergp.com or 529-2391.

Nance Larsen, APRis now the vice president of
marketing for US Travel. Contact information is
nance.larsen(@ustravel.us or 786-0143.




Associated Press Styl€ip of the Month

The PRSA Alaska
Chapter newsletter is
printed monthly.
Submissions for the
next newsletter are
due at the end of
each month.

For more information
contact newsletter
editor Scott McCrea
at fnsim@uaf.edu or
(907) 474-7905.

WeOre on the Web!

See us at: ) ) .\ ]
http:/Awww.prsaalask Use figures. Use below, not a minus sign, for tempergtures below zero: "People in
aor Anchorage should be thankful they are not experiencing 62 below temperatures

like people in Fairbanks are."

Fahrenheit temperatures are assumed and need not be designated as such. See the
AP StylebooKor further treatment of Fahrenheit and Celsius.

Donations needed for silent auction at Aurora Awards luncheon

The Alaska Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America will recognize the professional achievements
of Alaska’s top public relations practitioners during its annual Aurora Awards luncheon on January 21, 2009
at the Hilton Hotel. We encourage your participation!

Highlights of the evening include the Aurora Award and Awards of Excellence and the fifth annual silent
auction fundraising event. The silent auction works to support future leaders through the Alaska Chapter’s
Len McLean scholarship fund.

Your contribution will not only help us fund our scholarship program but also increase your visibility within
Alaska’s public relations community.

If you have any questions, you may e-mail the Alaska PRSA Chapter at prsa_alaska@yahoo.com or you
may contact Emily Ford directly by calling 677-7105.




